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Which national newspaper thinks what?


A: Beirut The Daily Star (independent), Oct. 8 

B: Frankfurt Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (conservative), Oct. 8 


C: London The Independent (liberal), Oct. 7 


The Beatles were in the charts and John F. Kennedy in the White House when Turkey first sought admission to the common market. In the four decades that have since elapsed, the door to the club has opened to 19 other states, but it has remained firmly shut to the Turks. Yesterday [Wednesday] their membership of the European Union finally became a realistic … prospect … It is an overdue recognition of the impressive changes Turkey has undergone to turn itself into a modern participatory democracy. ... The Turks must not be spurned again. 


A decade may sound a long time, but the ball is finally rolling on Turkey's European Union membership after 40 years of wavering talks … Turkey will now be undergoing major changes which will eventually, inevitably, affect the region, Syria and Iraq in particular. Besides help from Europe, Turkey will also need help from the region, and the best way the Arab and Islamic worlds can help -- and benefit themselves -- is to participate in Turkey's economic, social and political transformation. How Turkey develops as an incubator of Islam in the modern Western world will be one of the most fascinating aspects of the 10-year transition period to full EU membership -- presuming the accession process is carried through to a successful conclusion. 


The economic difficulties involved in the integration of a country like Turkey into the European Union are relatively easy to gauge because they can be expressed in figures and as risks and opportunities. The cultural consequences will be far more revolutionary: The relationship to Turkey is not marked by the same feeling of a common identity that Europeans shared even when they were at war with each other. Yet this perception of belonging together is needed if Europeans are to accept, even grudgingly, and consider legitimate the financial transfers at the core of the EU. If the ground is pulled from underneath the historic feeling and self-perception of a common destiny, there will be no more reason for political solidarity either: The idea of the EU as a global political force, which already appears overly ambitious today, would finally become an illusion. 
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Vocabulary:

admission: __________________________________________________________        

to admit _______________________________________________________

admittance _____________________________________________________

to seek/sought/sought _________________________________________________

to elapse ___________________________________________________________

prospect  ___________________________________________________________

overdue ____________________________________________________________

recognition __________________________________________________________

to recognize ____________________________________________________

to spurn ____________________________________________________________

to waver ____________________________________________________________

to affect ____________________________________________________________

to benefit ___________________________________________________________

transition ___________________________________________________________

accession ___________________________________________________________

conclusion __________________________________________________________

to conclude ____________________________________________________

to gauge ____________________________________________________________

to mark _____________________________________________________________

grudgingly __________________________________________________________

transfer ____________________________________________________________

core _______________________________________________________________

perception __________________________________________________________

to perceive _____________________________________________________

destiny _____________________________________________________________

overly ______________________________________________________________
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What The Economist thinks

Sep 30th 2004 , Why Europe became serious about Turkey

THE suspense is mounting. Next week the European Commission will issue its opinion on Turkey's fitness to join the European Union. That opinion will be debated at a European summit in December; the summit could, in turn, decide to open membership talks a few months later. If the negotiations go really well—why, it could take a mere decade before something actually happens in the real world, and Turkey joins the EU. The EU is considering Turkey’s application to join. The country's Ministry of Foreign Affairs offers a Turkish perspective on the negotiations. 

It is easy to mock. In fact, for all the painstaking nature of the process, the EU's decisions in the coming weeks about Turkey will alter the future of the continent. Partisans of Turkish membership believe passionately that saying yes to a large Muslim state that longs to join is critical to avoiding a “clash of civilisations” between Islam and the West. Opponents believe just as strongly that it would be a profound error, which could destroy the EU and even feed political extremism in western Europe. 

The EU's tried and trusted method is to drain the drama from such decisions by proceeding through a series of small steps, making it almost impossible to know when the line has actually been crossed. Some argue that Turkey's ultimate membership was decided as long ago as 1963, when the prospect of joining was first dangled before the Turks. Others say the critical moment came in 1999, when an EU summit proclaimed that Turkey was “destined to join the Union”. Still others think that the line has not yet been crossed, but that it will be once the commission recommends that membership talks should begin. No country that has begun negotiations has ever failed to complete them (though Norway's voters later rejected entry). 

This step-by-step approach to dealing with such a sensitive matter as Turkish membership can make it seem as though Europe's leaders are avoiding considering the big issues by hiding behind a bureaucratic process. But that would be unfair. If, as expected, European leaders do press ahead with Turkey's application, their decision will reflect a profound reappraisal by leading politicians of the very purpose of their Union. That reappraisal is above all a reaction to September 11th. 

The change in thinking of Joschka Fischer, the German foreign minister, is particularly significant. Until recently Mr Fischer was the hero of European federalists. In a speech in Berlin in 2000, he laid out a vision of political union for Europe, led by an “avant-garde” of countries committed to federalism. But earlier this year, Mr Fischer signalled that he had rethought, and now felt that enlarging the EU to include Turkey was a higher priority than building a highly integrated “core Europe”. As he told the Berliner Zeitung, “I was previously one of those people who were 51% in favour of Turkey's accession and 49% beset by doubts. I have fundamentally changed my position following the attacks of September 11th. Since then it has become ever clearer that European integration also has a strategic dimension.”

Speaking to journalists in Berlin recently, Otto Schily, Germany's interior minister, spelled out this argument, saying that admitting Turkey to the European Union would “show the world that it is possible for Muslims and the West to live together on the basis of the values of the enlightenment and the UN charter of human rights.” On the other hand, rebuffing Turkey could destabilise the country, with potentially dire consequences: “maybe Turkey would become an Islamist state, like Iran.”
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For many Europeans the debate about Turkey does not ultimately revolve around federalism, but rather around the even trickier subject of immigration. Citizens of the EU enjoy freedom to move from one country to another. In Turkey's case that freedom would be delayed through the imposition of a transition period, but it could not be denied forever. The most heated opposition to Turkish membership is coming from countries like Austria, France and the Netherlands, which already have substantial Muslim populations and also far-right and populist parties that have surged on the back of opposition to immigration. The two European commissioners leading the fight against a positive opinion on Turkey are Dutch and Austrian. Frits Bolkestein, the Dutch commissioner, has argued that uncontrolled Muslim immigration into Europe could mean that the defeat of the Turks at the gates of Vienna in 1683 was in vain. In France, the ruling UMP party has come out against Turkish membership, putting itself at odds with President Jacques Chirac himself. 

Over to you:

With the help of the marked expressions, sum up the content of the text. From what perspective has this article been written?

And now for a small debate:

2004 Regular Report on Turkey’s Progress

A revised Accession Partnership was adopted by the Council in May 2003.25 The purpose of the Accession Partnership is to assist the Turkish authorities in their efforts to meet the accession criteria, with particular emphasis on the political criteria. 

Turkey has continued to address the priorities defined by the revised Accession Partnership. Overall, progress has been made, but substantial efforts are still necessary to complete the tasks foreseen. 

On Cyprus, over the last year Turkey has supported the efforts of the UN Secretary General to achieve a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus problem. As regards the principle of peaceful settlement of border disputes, relations with Greece developed positively. A series of bilateral agreements were signed and several confidence building measures adopted. A process of exploratory talks has continued.

Turkey has acceded to most of the relevant international and European conventions, although in some instances with significant reservations, and has increased its efforts to  execute decisions of the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR). Protocol No. 6 to the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) was ratified and Protocol No 13, concerning the abolition of the death penalty in all circumstances, was signed in January 2004. 

Further efforts have been made to strengthen the fight against torture and ill-treatment. The authorities pursue a zero tolerance policy towards torture and there have been cases where perpetrators of torture have been punished Pre-trial detention procedures have been aligned with European standards. 
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Significant progress has been achieved in aligning the overall framework for the exercise of fundamental freedoms with European standards. The principle of equality of men and women has been strengthened and provisions allowing reduced sentences for so-called “honour killings” have been removed. A new penal code introduces further alignment in particular in relation to women’s rights, non-discrimination and the fight against torture and ill-treatment.


Constitutional amendments and a new press law have strengthened freedom of the press. he situation as regards freedom of expression has improved significantly, but several  roblems remain and in a number of cases journalists and other citizens expressing non- violent opinion continue to be prosecuted. The situation of people sentenced for non-violent 

expression of opinion is now being addressed in line with the repeal or amendment of certain legislation. Retrials have taken place in line with EctHR judgements and several persons sentenced under the old provisions were either acquitted or released. However, provisions enabling retrial still do not apply to all relevant EctHR judgements.

A new Law on Associations was passed by Parliament and vetoed by the President. If adopted, it will reduce the possibility of state interference in the activities of associations and contribute to the strengthening of civil society. While the systematic video recording of NGOs’ activities and the disproportionate use of force against demonstrators are both still reported, the authorities have recently taken steps aimed at combating such practices. Although they are less frequently convicted, human rights defenders are still often subject to judicial harassment.

Freedom of religious belief is guaranteed in the Constitution.


There has been progress in the implementation of reforms concerning cultural rights. Kurdish language classes recently began in several private language schools in the Southeast of Turkey. Broadcasting in Kurdish and other languages and dialects other than Turkish is now permitted, if under restrictive conditions, and such broadcasts have started.


As regards the strengthening of the independence and the efficiency of the judiciary, State Security Courts have been abolished and some of their competencies have been transferred to newly created Serious Felony Courts. The principle of the primacy of international and European conventions over domestic law as regards human rights has been enshrined in the Constitution. 
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Turkey began a dialogue with a number of international organisations, including the Commission, on the question of internally displaced persons. A law on the compensation of damages incurred by the victims of terrorism was approved.  The short term priorities relating to the economic criteria have been partially met. The current disinflation programme continues to be implemented effectively while reforms in the financial sector have also continued. The legislative framework to facilitate foreign direct investment has improved, and the dialogue with the EU on macroeconomic issues is satisfactory. 

As regards the medium-term priorities identified in the 2003 Accession Partnership, Turkey has continued to address certain issues relating to the economic criteria, the free movement of capital, taxation, economic and monetary union, energy and justice and home affairs.

Your turn:

· Numbers 1 to 8: You are a speaker in the assembly and defend your opinion on why Turkey should be admitted.

· Numbers 2a to 6a: You try to contradict as best as you can.

Detainees are still not always made aware of their rights by the law enforcement bodies and prosecutors are not always promptly and adequately conducting investigations against public officials accused of torture. Continued efforts will be  necessary to eradicate these methods, including the consistent imposition of appropriate sanctions on the perpetrators of torture and ill-treatment.

The use of torture methods such as suspension by the arms and electric shocks is now very rare, although in some police headquarters such methods were reported. Less detectable methods of torture or ill-treatment still occur. There are still reports of arbitrary detentions, disappearances, abductions, and at least one alleged extra-judicial execution. Some of these cases are under investigation by the Turkish authorities. Prosecutors still require permission to open investigations against

members of the security forces when extra-judicial killings and disappearances are alleged. Following allegations of “systematic” torture in Turkey the Commission undertook a fact finding mission in September 2004 in order to carry out a further check on the situation vis-à-vis torture and ill-treatment in Turkey. This mission enabled the Commission to confirm that the Government is seriously pursuing its policy of zero tolerance in the fight against torture; however, numerous cases of ill-treatment including torture still continue to occur and further efforts will be required to eradicate such practices. The Turkish authorities could further tackle this problem through the establishment of a system of independent monitoring of detention facilities, in line with the recommendations of the UN and the CPT.


Many women are subjected to various forms of physical and psychological violence within the family. These include, sexual abuse, forced and often early marriages, unofficial religious marriages, polygamy, trafficking and “honour killings”. Violence against women perpetrated by security officials during detention is reportedly diminishing.
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Despite a decrease in sanctions in the new law, fines still constitute an excessive burden, especially on local media. Such fines might contribute to the closure of publications or  he continuation of self-censorship, which is particularly widespread at the regional and local level. In addition to the restrictions on freedom of expression foreseen in Article 10 of the ECHR, the law includes a reference to ‘state secrets’.

Recent reports indicate that the majority of cases against journalists are not brought on the basis of the Press Law. The provisions most commonly used to prosecute the media are still Articles 159, 169 and 312 of the Penal Code and Articles 6 and 7 of the Anti-Terror Law. Official sources stress the considerable decrease in the number of cases resulting in sanctions. However, whether or not conviction is likely, the regularity with which cases are filed against members of the press represents a significant deterrent to freedom of expression through the media.

Notwithstanding the reduction in convictions, journalists, writers and publishers continue to be sentenced for reasons that contravene the standards of the ECHR. In June 2004, the Turkish Press Council expressed its concern at a recent spate of excessive fines that had been imposed on journalists. Moreover, individuals have been recently imprisoned following the expression of opinion through the press. For example, a journalist was sent to prison in May 2004 on the basis of the 1951 Law on Crimes Against Atatürk.

According to the Turkish Publishers Association, 43 books were banned and 37 writers and 17 publishers were put on trial in 2003. At least 18 books were banned in the first six months of 2004.

The ban on the training of clergy remains. Non-Muslim religious minorities are thus likely to encounter difficulties in sustaining their communities beyond the current generation. The Greek Orthodox Halki (Heybeliada) seminary, which has been closed since 1971, has still not been reopened. Nationality criteria restrict the ability of non-Turkish clergy to work for certain churches, such as the Syriac or Chaldean. Public use of the ecclesiastical title of Ecumenical Patriarch is still banned and the election of the heads of some religious minority churches is still subject to strict conditions. Non-Turkish Christian clergy continue to experience difficulties with respect to the granting and renewal of visas and residence and work permits.

Religious textbooks have been redrafted in order to address the concerns of Christian minorities. However, clergymen and graduates from theological colleges continue to be prevented from teaching religion in existing schools run by minorities. Christians are still sometimes subject to police surveillance in Turkey, as illustrated by the presence of policemen during Protestant religious services who, in some instances, check the congregation’s identity cards. However, the possibility for legal redress is increasing. For instance, in April 2004 the presenter of a local television news was convicted for inciting hostility towards Turkish Protestants in Ankara and his case is currently before the Court of Cassation.
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