Dr. Bernhard Lehmann



Gersthofen, den 2. September 2003
Paul-Klee-Gymnasium 

Schubertstr. 57

86368 Gersthofen

Tel. 0821/493646

Faxnr. 0821/491871

e-mail: zonaras@gmx.de
Emilio De Petrillo
10154 Av Lausanne
Montreal Nord QC
H1H 5B2
Kanada
Dear Mr Depetrillo, 
my pupils and I have been working on a project about slave labour in Gersthofen for two years now. Our research work can be seen on the internet under 

www.zwangsarbeit-gersthofen.de. Besides, we have produced a 92-pages brochure to the same theme. 
During our research work we found out that after the armistice of the Italians with the Allies in September 1943 the German National Socialists deported thousands of Italians for slave work to Germany. According to witnesses more than 5000 persons are said to be deported from Galluccio. But neither the Italian military internees nor the Italian civilians have received some compensation from the German foundation “Erinnerung, Verantwortung, Zukunft”. The German government has not even apologized for the injustice that was done to the Italians.
My pupils and I think that this is an incredible and inexcusable injustice. We think that the dark chapter of German history has to be worked up and we want to set a sign of reconciliation. In the years 2001 and 2002 I have visited 24 slave labourers in the Ukraine and handed over to them the money we have collected for the former slave workers, on the whole we have collected 35000 Euros. But we also know that injustice can not be undone by financial compensations. 
In our archive in Gersthofen we found the names of far more than 150 Italian military internees, among them 15 Persons from Galluccio. Thus, we also found your name and with the help of an Italian interpreter, your sister in Galluccio gave us your address. We hope that you will not be angry about the fact that we write to you. 

So far we have – apart from you - not found any alive persons from Galluccio who have been deported to Gersthofen near Augsburg . Are you perhaps still in contact with some of them? Could we have their names and addresses? 
Actually we would like to invite some of the 15 persons from Galluccio who had to work in the firm Transehe in Gersthofen. We would like to apologize for what had been done to them. By inviting them, we would like to set a sign of reconciliation. People here in Gersthofen should become aware of the injustice that had been exerted here and elsewhere in Germany in these times. 
Such a visit could also serve the reconciliation of our communities and peoples and improve our relationships. Perhaps we could also set up a city partnership between Galluccio and Gersthofen. 
We know, Mr Depetrillo, that the way to Gersthofen is possibly too far for you and unfortunately we cannot pay your flight. However, we would be able to offer you to stay in Gersthofen for some days in the hotel. We would be very glad if you could come and bring one other person with you. We have also invited a delegation from Galluccio (2-3 persons), from Como (Mr Aldo Moscatelli), from Trieste (Mr Fulvio Depetroni whom you should still know) and from the commune of Casina (Mr Giorgio Gregori wrote a book about his stay in Gersthofen (“Due anni in terra straniera”). However, he is no longer alive, so his daughter will come to Gersthofen.
The mayor of Gersthofen and the manager of the successor of the firm for which you had to work will also give you a kindly reception. 
If, however, it is not possible for you to come, we would kindly ask you for as much information as possible about your working and living conditions here in Gersthofen. Where did you live, under which circumstances did you have to work, how were you treated by the guards, were there any Germans who were friedly to you and tried to help you? Do you know any other military internees and are you still in contact with them? Anselmo Mazzi from Arezzo also wrote a book about his stay here in Gersthofen and he even reported about a person who was sent to Dachau. Do you remember similar events? 

Dear Mr Depetrillo, we do not want to stir up unpleasant reminiscences and do not want to excite you too much. But if you feel that you want to answer our questions in order also to inform our younger generation about the circumstances, then we would be very glad about that. Perhaps you even have photos of you which you could send us. We would be very glad if we would receive an answer from you soon. We plan to open our exhibition about slave work in Gersthofen on November 3rd this year. And possibly we could welcome you then. It would be a great honour for us. The visit is planned from November 2nd to November 6th, 2003. I will send an official programme to you if you are interested. Could we also have your telephone number and e-mail address in Montreal?
If we find that we have sent this letter to the correct address in Montreal (we looked up in the telephone book and found more than 15 addresses), we will send you our brochure about slave work here in Gersthofen. It includes a whole chapter about slave work at the firm Transehe where you had to work. 
Mit freundlichen Grüssen

Dr. Bernhard Lehmann, Paul-Klee-Gymnasium Gersthofen

Attachment: names of the Italian military internees from Galluccio who had to work as slave labourers at Transehe. If you wish to get all names of the IMIs, I will send you all of them. 
Names of the Italian Military Internees from Galluccio at “Transehe” where they had to work as slave labourers: 
	Name
	Geburtsdatum
	Geburtsort

	1 Amato Amadeo
	9.07.1924
	Galluccio

	2 Delle Donne Antonio
	18.09.1914
	Galluccio

	3 Depetrillo Emilio
	21.09.1925
	Galluccio

	4 Galluccio Elio
	17.02.1921
	Galluccio

	5 Pillozzi Aleardo
	19.05.1924
	Galluccio

	6 Rossi Guido ?
	1.06.1925
	Galluccio

	7 Mignaca Saturno
	1.01.1925
	Galluccio

	8 Lepore Luciano
	30.08.1925
	Galluccio

	9 Mignaca Giuseppe
	16.12.1906
	Galluccio

	10 Neve Spedito
	12.09.1925
	Galluccio

	11 Rossi Nicola
	18.02.1924
	Galluccio

	12 Sanganato Generoso
	17.05.1908
	Galluccio

	13 Santillo Antonio
	8.02.1903
	Galluccio

	14 Starnino Antonio
	21.03.1906
	Galluccio

	15 Vendetolli Carmine
	24.03.1908
	Galluccio


